
Rotary summary for Kurt Krueger 020224

The Headwaters Council for the Performing Arts (HCPA) is bringing Kathy Kaefer to the Northland Pines High School stage

on Sunday, March 2’V”, 4 pm, to perform her one-woman show, “Kiss Me Once. . - Stories from the Homefront”. She will

include songs from the era of the World Wars, and read letters written by service men to their families. Service men and

women will be acknowledged during the program. We expect this to be a touching and impactful performance.

To build on her performance, HCPA has pulled together community representatives:

-those with veteran connections (the Veterans Resource Center, the Vilas County Veterans Service Office),

-people who have worked on the Veterans Day Program at the high school (Jackie Coghlan, Sarah Simic),

-people who worked at the V.A. (Gail Nebgen), and
-people with access to resources for veterans (Sara Klemann at the Olson Library, and Donna Murray at The Warehouse),

- and members of the HCPA Board.

We applied for and received a grant from the Wisconsin Humanities Council. Our project is called the “Veterans and

Families’ Expressions” to offer veterans ways to express their thoughts and feelings about having served in any service at

any time. This builds on the model of the collaborative effort of the Escanaba Museum and the Iron Mountain VA to

create an exhibit of veterans’ art works, sculptures, writings, memorabilia etc. Eagle River will have display sites for

veterans’ submissions at

-the Courthouse entry way and hallway to the Veterans Service Office,
-the Olson library,

-the Warehouse, and
-the Veterans Resource Center.

Submissions have already been received, and the displays are expected to grow during February and March leading up to

the show. Some items will be moved to the high school on the day of the show.

The Veterans Service Office has purchased concert tickets to be given free to any veteran who requests them. Funds

from the Veterans Resource Center will pay for any class any veteran wants to take at the Warehouse. A veteran

singer/songwriter, Bobby Bullet, will conduct writing workshops at the Warehouse for those who would like to put their

ideas down on paper (six Tuesdays starting feb. 5”', 1-2:30 pm at the Warehouse). The library is making recording

equipment available for people who would just like to talk about their experiences or hold a conversation; these will be

transcribed for the displays. The Eagle River Historical Society is holding an open house at the Museum on Hwy 45 South

on Saturday, March 23’, 12-2 pm, open to the public and veterans to view the military collection and also to hear a

speaker explain the collection.

Any art object or craft a veteran has created as a means of personal expression will be accepted for the displays. All

objects will be photographed and compiled into a video to be shown prior to the Kathy Kaefer show on March 24th.

post-concert reception in the high school gathering space is being planned for veterans to meet her and any

governmental dignitaries in attendance. The City of Eagle River Mayor’s office has agreed to issue a Proclamation for

“Veterans and Families’ Expressions” Weekend, March 23-24, 2024.

Coincidentally, the Veterans Service Office is also offering free tickets to veterans for the Windigo hockey game to be held

that weekend, Sat. March 23rd

The “Veterans and families Expressions” poster is attached with contact names and numbers.

Concert tickets are available at Eagle River Roasters, online at HCPApresent.com or by calling Rick Roder at 920-676-

3621.

Submitted by Norma Yaeger, HCPA Board President
715-477-1984

norma888@frontier.com.



S
ub

m
is

si
on

s
fo

rt
he

V
et

er
an

s
Fa

m
ili

es
&

E
xp

re
ss

io
ns

Pr
oj

ec
t

M
ar

ch
20

24
,A

s
of

3/
19

/2
4;

re
vi

se
d

3
/1

9
7

pm
.;

re
vi

se
d

3/
22

/2
4;

re
vi

se
d

4/
5/

24

N
am

e
B

ra
nc

h
of

D
es

c
of

it
em

,
p

u
rp

o
se

,
in

ce
nt

iv
e,

m
em

o
ry

D
at

e
P

la
ce

of

se
rv

ic
e

su
b
m

td
di

sp
la

y

A
no

n
A

ir
Fo

rc
e

P
ho

to
co

lla
ge

,T
uz

la
A

ir
B

as
e

O
pe

ra
ti

on
3/

24
C

ou
rt

ho
us

e

A
no

n
U

nk
D

ra
w

in
g:

“O
pp

en
he

im
er

”
3/

24
C

ou
rt

ho
us

e

A
no

n
U

nk
E

m
bl

em
s,

pa
tc

he
s,

m
ed

al
s,

pi
ns

(4
2+

)
3/

24
C

ou
rt

ho
us

e

A
no

n
Li

nk
M

at
ch

bo
ok

s:
P

re
si

de
nt

ia
l

ai
rc

ra
ft

3/
24

C
ou

rt
ho

us
e

A
no

n
Li

nk
Fr

am
ed

pr
in

t:
bo

m
b

be
hi

nd
ai

rc
ra

ft
3/

24
C

ou
rt

ho
us

e

A
no

n
A

ir
Fo

rc
e

A
ir

Fo
rc

e
A

ss
oc

ia
ti

on
s

5
0
th

A
nn

.,
di

re
ct

or
y

of
m

em
be

rs
,

19
96

3/
24

C
ou

rt
ho

us
e

‘

A
no

n
U

nk
B

oo
k:

“F
or

go
tt

en
N

o
M

or
e,

T
he

K
or

ea
n

W
ar

V
et

er
an

s
M

em
or

ia
l

3/
24

C
ou

rt
ho

us
e

St
or

y”
A

no
n

U
nk

B
oo

k:
“K

or
ea

R
eb

or
n,

A
G

ra
te

fu
l

N
at

io
n”

3/
24

C
ou

rt
ho

us
e

A
no

n
U

nk
Fa

m
ily

ph
ot

os
(1

9)
3/

24
C

ou
rt

ho
us

e

A
no

n
U

nk
D

re
am

ca
tc

he
r

w
ith

fe
at

he
rs

3/
24

C
ou

rt
ho

us
e

A
no

n
U

nk
S

ti
tc

he
ry

:
“G

od
B

le
ss

A
m

er
ic

a,
La

nd
T

ha
t

IL
ov

e”
3/

24
C

ou
rt

ho
us

e

A
no

n
Li

nk
D

ra
w

in
g,

w
or

ds
re

:
se

xu
al

as
sa

ul
t

3/
24

C
ou

rt
ho

us
e

A
no

n
So

n
R

ec
ol

le
ct

io
n

of
fa

th
er

’s
se

rv
ic

e,
ne

w
sp

ap
er

s,
ph

ot
os

3/
24

W
ar

eh
ou

se

A
no

n
Li

nk
W

oo
d

S
cu

lp
tu

re
pu

zz
le

3/
24

C
ou

rt
ho

us
e

A
nd

er
so

n,
M

ar
y

A
rm

y
A

rm
y

re
se

rv
e

un
if

or
m

,
ha

t/
gl

ov
es

,
m

es
s

ki
t,

m
ea

l
ra

ti
on

,
ca

nt
ee

n
1/

24
C

ou
rt

ho
us

e

B
uo

no
,

R
ob

er
t

R
A

rm
y

E
ss

ay
:

“A
rr

ig
o

Pa
rk

,
W

he
n

IW
as

W
ou

nd
ed

”
3/

24
O

M
L

B
uo

no
,

R
ob

er
t

R
A

rm
y

E
ss

ay
:

“G
et

tin
g

N
ak

ed
on

TV
(it

w
as

a
go

od
th

in
g)

”
3/

24
O

M
L

B
uo

no
,

R
ob

er
t

R
A

rm
y

E
ss

ay
:

“M
ur

ph
y’

s
D

re
am

V
is

io
n

or
W

ar
ri

or
’s

R
in

g”
3/

24
C

M
L

B
uo

no
,

R
ob

er
t

P.
A

rm
y

—
E

ss
ay

:
“S

in
Lo

i
D

es
id

ar
io

”
re

:
sc

ul
pt

ur
e

(p
ho

to
)

3/
24

C
M

L

D
re

ge
r,

N
ic

ol
e

N
.

A
ir

Fo
rc

e
Se

rv
ic

e
R

ec
og

ni
tio

n
P

la
qu

e
3/

24
C

ou
rt

ho
us

e

E
ad

es
,

K
ev

in
A

rm
y

T
w

o
un

if
or

m
s:

gr
ee

n
ca

m
o,

ta
n

ca
m

o
3/

24
C

ou
rt

ho
us

e

G
ar

ci
a,

Li
sa

M
ar

ie
A

ir
Fo

rc
e

Pa
in

tin
g,

co
lla

ge
,

re
;

se
xu

al
as

sa
ul

t
3/

24
C

ou
rt

ho
us

e

G
eo

rg
e,

La
rr

y
A

rm
y

P
ho

to
,

sc
en

e
in

V
ie

tn
am

,
co

m
pa

ss
io

n
3/

24
W

ar
eh

ou
se

K
al

lio
,

R
ob

er
t

A
rm

y
H

an
dm

ad
e

le
at

he
r

gu
n

ho
ls

te
r

3/
24

C
ou

rt
ho

us
e

K
al

lio
,T

if
fa

ny
A

rm
y

Fr
am

ed
co

ll
ag

es
(2

)
pi

lls
,

w
or

ds
3/

24
C

ou
rt

ho
us

e

L
ar

so
n,

L
eo

na
rd

,
A

rm
y,

A
F

P
ho

to
al

bu
m

,
19

43
su

bm
itt

ed
by

W
en

dy
H

ar
ris

3/
24

C
ou

rt
ho

us
e



N
am

e
B

ra
nc

h
of

D
es

c
of

it
em

,
p
u
rp

o
se

,
in

ce
nt

iv
e,

m
em

o
ry

D
at

e
P

la
ce

of

se
rv

ic
e

su
b
m

td
di

sp
la

y
M

ee
,

M
ar

io
n

A
ir

Fo
rc

e
Fr

am
ed

m
ed

al
s,

ri
bb

on
s,

m
ed

al
li

on
s

3/
24

C
ou

rt
ho

us
e

M
ee

,
M

ar
io

n
A

ir
Fo

rc
e

Es
sa

y:
“A

V
et

er
an

R
ef

le
ct

io
n”

re
:

a
un

iq
ue

br
ot

he
rh

oo
d

—
3/

24
C

M
L

M
ee

,
M

ar
io

n
A

ir
Fo

rc
e

M
em

or
ia

l
D

ay
S

pe
ec

h,
5/

26
/2

01
4,

ph
ot

o
3/

24
C

M
L

M
ee

,
M

ar
io

n
B

ro
th

er
E

ss
ay

:
“T

hr
ou

gh
th

e
Ey

es
of

T
ho

se
W

ho
W

er
e

T
he

re
”

3/
24

C
M

L
M

ee
,

M
ar

io
n

B
ro

th
er

B
ra

ss
M

ed
al

lio
n,

Ita
ly

,
“A

vi
an

o”
,

ph
ot

os
,

V
ie

tn
am

M
em

or
ia

l
3/

24
C

ou
rt

ho
us

e
M

ee
,

M
ar

io
n

B
ro

th
er

M
ar

ab
le

pl
aq

ue
,

KI
A,

M
ay

19
,

19
69

A
sh

au
V

af
le

y,
3/

24
C

ou
rt

ho
us

e

M
ee

,
M

ar
io

n
A

ir
Fo

rc
e

U
ni

fo
rm

,
bl

ue
be

re
t,

fr
am

ed
po

em
3/

24
C

ou
rt

ho
us

e
N

es
bi

t,
Pa

m
el

a
S

po
us

e,
P

ho
to

W
.W

ii
“C

an
D

o”
,t

w
o

po
em

s:
“A

ir
La

nd
Se

a
&

Su
n”

an
d

3/
24

W
ar

eh
ou

se
da

ug
ht

er
“B

ra
ve

Fa
br

ic
”

N
es

bi
t,

Pa
m

el
a

S
po

us
e,

P
ho

to
11

3
N

CG
,C

o
D,

19
44

;
po

em
“T

ra
ns

fo
rm

at
io

n”
3/

24
W

ar
eh

ou
se

da
ug

ht
er

R
aa

tz
,J

en
ni

—
D

au
gh

te
r

E
ss

ay
re

:
da

d’
s

se
rv

ic
e

an
d

re
ac

ti
on

s
—

_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_

3/
24

W
ar

eh
ou

se
Sc

hu
iie

r,
B

er
na

rd
-

A
rm

y
So

n
R

ec
oi

le
ct

io
n

of
an

d
ef

fe
ct

s
of

at
om

ic
bo

m
b

te
st

in
g

in
La

s
V

eg
as

3/
24

W
ar

eh
ou

se
su

bm
by

To
m

Sc
hu

lle
r

Se
ic

ke
,

G
eo

rg
e

G
.

—
M

ar
in

es
Sh

or
t

es
sa

y:
“G

eo
rg

e
C

.
Se

ic
ke

,
09

27
46

”
—

_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_

3/
24

W
ar

eh
ou

se

Sp
ur

ge
on

,
D

aw
n

A
rm

y
D

ra
w

in
g

on
th

e
th

em
e

of
se

xt
ua

i
ab

us
e/

tr
au

m
a

3/
24

C
ou

rt
ho

us
e

S
pu

rg
eo

n,
W

es
le

y
A

rm
y

H
an

dm
ad

e
cu

tt
in

g
bo

ar
ds

,
tr

iv
et

s
3/

24
C

ou
rt

ho
us

e
T

ho
m

as
,

B
ri

an
A

ir
Fo

rc
e

M
ou

nt
ed

kn
if

e:
“C

pe
ra

ti
on

E
nd

ur
in

g
F

re
ed

om
,

1/
9-

3/
11

-
‘0

7
3/

24
C

ou
rt

ho
us

e
T

ho
m

as
,

B
ri

an
A

ir
Fo

rc
e

S
cu

lp
tu

re
:

Sa
nd

,
ro

ck
s,

on
pa

in
ti

ng
2/

24
C

ou
rt

ho
us

e
T

ho
m

as
,

B
ri

an
A

ir
Fo

rc
e

B
ra

ss
bu

ck
et

:
“i

n
ap

pr
ec

ia
ti

on
fo

r
yo

ur
su

pp
or

t
to

U
SD

A
C

2/
24

C
ou

rt
ho

us
e

iS
LA

M
A

BA
D

,
Pa

ki
st

an
,J

an
‘2

00
7

T
ho

m
as

,
Li

sa
A

ir
Fo

rc
e

A
rt

w
or

k
3/

24
C

ou
rt

ho
us

e
T

ho
m

as
,

Sy
be

lla
D

au
gh

te
r

B
oo

k
co

ve
rs

(5
)

3/
24

C
ou

rt
ho

us
e

W
is

e,
T.

G
ra

nd
so

n
T

ug
bo

at
be

li,
pi

aq
ue

,
em

bl
em

s
3/

24
C

ou
rt

ho
us

e
Y

ae
ge

r,
N

or
m

a
S

po
us

e
—

W
oo

d
cr

af
te

d
ob

je
ct

s
m

ad
e

by
R

og
er

Y
ae

ge
r

2/
24

C
M

L
Y

ae
ge

r,
N

or
m

a
S

po
us

e
So

ng
bo

ok
s

fr
om

th
e

W
.W

.il
er

a
2/

24
C

M
L

Z
ir

be
l,

K
irk

A
ir

Fo
rc

e
Es

sa
y,

B
er

lin
,

G
er

m
an

y
3

ye
ar

s
3/

24
W

ar
eh

ou
se

C
ou

rt
ho

us
e

—
V

ila
s

C
ou

nt
y

C
ou

rt
ho

us
e;

CM
L:

O
ls

on
M

em
or

ia
l

Li
br

ar
y;

W
ar

eh
ou

se
:

W
ar

eh
ou

se
C

en
te

r
fo

r
th

e
A

rts



Share Your Stories
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Discuss your Incentive, purpose, memory, meaning, impact:

Permission to use your name
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Project Description

Name (or assign a number to be anonymous) ‘4 e..Ar-t cc.2.e.s
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Permission to photograph and/or transcribe your submission:
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Project Description
SJwrr Yaw Sonn

Name: Dawn Spurgeon \ktnrns & Fanidkil Expressions

Branch of Service: US Army Time in Service: 1994-2001

Location: Camp Red Cloud, South Korea, Fort Campbell, KY

Description of Item Submitted:

(midDrawing
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Discuss your incentive, purpose, memory, meaning, and impoct:

Awareness

1 inS girls and 1 in 20 boys is a victim of child sexual abuse.

1 in 3 women and 1 in 50 men experience sexual trauma while on active duty.

1 in 4 women Veterans experience sexual trauma while on VA grounds. 88% said they had been harassed by male
Veterans and 24% by male VA staff or volunteers.

Looks like I hit thejackpot. It’s downright unfair if you ask me. This dirty secret that lies within families, in the military,
and at the VA has crushed me. I have a basket full of mental health diagnosis that includes PTSD, depression, and
suicidal ideation, to name a few. lam still here.

This idea that we need to “sweep it under the rug” and keep sexual trauma quiet is complete bullshit. We are not
protecting the victim, only the perpetrators. Let’s call them for what they are, pedophiles and rapists. They live among
us, and things will only change if people speak up and hold perpetrators accountable. Speak your truth. Stop letting
everyone tell you to be quiet.

That is what this piece is about. lam fired of being hurt. I am tired of being quiet and letting people get away with
hurting the vulnerable in society.

I like to draw around my thoughts, poems, quotes, and other things that move me. Sometimes, it’s anger or humor, but
it always has some meaning to me and helps to get it out on paper

This piece is for you, and I want you to know that I hear you. I support you, and I encourage you to ask for help. Keep
asking until someone listens.
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AIR, LAND, SEA, AND SUN

Human tracks in the snow

Tracks in the sand

Tracks in the mud and mountains

Ghost winds caress, erase

Water’s waves dissolve

War’s memories

Pamela Nesbit March, 2024

BRAVE FABRIC

Invisible memory thread’s weave

Awaken rhythms

Of loving connections

Demiliarize stories

:9
I

Pamela Nesbit March, 2024
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I joined the U.S. Air Force in January of 1975. It was a few years after the Vietnam war was

over and our service people who served there were all home. It was not a popular time to

be in service. I came home for a weekend leave and went to dinner with my parents,
proudly wearing my uniform, and heard someone at the table next to me say “he’s one of
those baby killers.” Not a pretty time to be in service. That’s what the Vietnam vets had to

put up with when they came home. They got no “thank you for your service.” They really are
the ones who deserve the thanks.
When you see a Vietnam veteran, please say thank you. They didn’t hear that when they

came home.

The Air Force did see fit to send me to Berlin, Germany for 3 years, 10 months and 23 days

though. And it was great. This was at the height of the Cold War with Soviet Union and the

eastern bloc countries. There were more spies in Berlin than anywhere else in the world.

And I was a “spy”. I worked in an intelligence collection site that reported to NSA, Air Force

HQ Europe as well as Nato HQ. It was a great job in a great place.

I vividly remember going to see the Berlin Wall for the first time. Concrete waIl 10 or more

feet tall. Jagged glass cemented into the top. A totally flat, unobstructed “no man’s” land for

20 or more yards, rows of razor wire and land mines for another 10 yards, deep ditches to

prevent vehicles from crossing as well as metal anti-tank structures. Finally, every 100

yards or so, a manned guard tower with machine guns to “keep us capitalist pigs out”. This

was the “Iron Curtain” as called by Winston Churchill.

The guards took pictures of everybody who went up on this platform to overlook the wall just

in case you were in some way assisting in an escape attempt. East Berlin, as well as the

Eastern bloc countries, were under total domination by the communist Soviet government.

Then there were the memorial crosses for every freedom loving person who had been killed

trying to flee this oppression who was shot down at this section of the wall. Men, women,

teenagers as well as elderly who wanted their God given freedom. I stood on that plafform,

as a 19 year old soldier, and I could just feel the absolute hatred of this communist system

for our freedoms and our way of life. And the tears of grief freely flowed down my cheeks.

What an absolutely horrible feeling. Down to the core of my being.

Now, 49 years later, I still remember why I chose to wear the uniform and proudly serve. I

pray we never allow our government to take away the freedoms on which this country was

founded. We shed the blood of too many of our youth to forfeit these precious God given

freedoms.

Krik Zirbel /6912th Security Squadron /3 years, 10 months and 23 days (1975-1979) /

Tempelhof Air Force Base, Berlin, Germany



Project Description

Name (or assign a number to be anonymous)

Branch of Service:5 H I Time of seice:3 rs jO Mation

Description of item submitted: 2’ 3 ä(

—
Discuss your Incentive, purpose, memory, meaning, impact:

Permission to use your name c a r b
I

Permission to photograph and/or transcribe your submission:

_____________

Request NOT TO USE IDENTIFICATION

____________________________

Date and Item received:

Item displayed at:

Item returned:

A

jC/7 _1f



Dad

He went in at 18. He volunteered, he wasn’t drafted. He went army, like his father
had in WWIT. He was a door gunner. A bad ass. A Zippo on display that says

“Killing is my business and lately business has been damn good” with tick marks
etched into the lighter.

The stories have been few, but the ones he’s told have been unfathomable. His
time there may be a mystery, but things that I do know are:

1. NEVER shake him awake when he’s sleeping.

2. He will ALWAYS sit in the corner at the restaurant so he is able to see all
points of entry.

3. In all our favorite tv cop shows, when someone was caught in a fire, he
would walk out of the room.

4. There is an anger and a hurt that still lingers with the treatment he received
upon his return.

This is my dad. He proudly wears a “Vietnam Veteran” shirt or hat everyday. I-Ie
will, with his cane in hand and painful steps, walk across a parking lot or store to

give a “welcome home brother” to others donning the same gear.

While I will never know what he endured and survived, I do know that his time in
Vietnam is forever in his memory, his heart and his soul.
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Although this picture depicts a common scene in
Vietnam, on this particular day, it caught my eye
because the beasts of burden are oxen versus the
usual Water Buffalo. When we made eye contact, I
felt compassion for his life being made worse by our
army being here and imagined his thoughts being
why have you come to my country to kill my friends
and make whores out of my daughters and maybe a
widow out of my wife.

Larry George /Army / 1966-1968/ Tay Ninh, Vietnam
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FORTY YEARS AGO/3M APRIL 25, i953, AN EXPLOSION LIKE THIS TOOK PLACE

IN THE DESERT SOME 60 MILES NORTH OF LAS VEGAS, NEVADA.

‘HIS TEST WAS CALLED ‘EXERCISE DESERT ROCK V’ WHICH WAS ONE OF A

SERIES OF TESTS CONDUCTED AFFER THE FIRST USE OF ATOMIC ENERGY 1K

WARFARE IN AUGUST OF 1945.

TESTING WAS DONE TO DETERMINE THE EFFECTS OF AM ATOMIC EXPLOSION UPOK

MILITARY EOUIPMENT AND PERSONNEL.

I WAS ONE OF THE MILITARY PERSONNEL TO TAKE PART IN THE EXPERIMENT.
—.



U

(READ MOVEMENT ORDER NUMBER 4-1 13 APRIL 1953)

4FTER INSTRUCTION AT FORT BLISS. MILITARY PERSONNEL WERE MOVED TO LAS VEGAS, NEVADA,
pc;i çfflE ..•‘ -

BY TROOP TRAIN AND.TO CAMP DESERT ROCK BY BUS.

SEVERAL ‘DRY RUN’ EXERCISES WERE HELD AT THE SITE FOR TWO DAYS BEFORE THE TEST.

IN THE VERY EARLY MORNING HOURS OF 25 APR 53 OUR DETACHMENT MARCHED IN FORMATION TO

THE SITE OF THE DETONATION. IT WAS VERY COLD, AND SOME PERSONNEL AFTER REACHING THE

SITE WHILE WAITING FOR FURTHER ORDERS GATHERED SOME TUMBLEWEEDS AND LIT A BON-FIRE TO

WARM UP. A LOUD-SPEAKER IN THE VICINITY IMMEDIATELY CAME ON AND WARNED, ‘FIRES 111

THIS AREA ARE NOT A GOOD IDEA. SITTING ATOP A 200-FOOT TOWER LESS THAN A MILE AWAY

IS AN ATOMIC DEV!CE. YOU WILL HAVE PLENTY OF HEAT IN A FEW MINUTES!’

ABOUT THIS TIME AS A MATFER OF COMPARISON A 50,000 POUND TNT BOMB WAS EXPLODED AT

ABOUT A ONE-MILE DISTANCE. THE SOUND COULD BE HEARD, AND A RED FLASH WAS SEEN ON THE

HORIZON.
q/....4 fine fl...

NOW THE Tfl’IE HAD COME. WE WERE DISPERSED AND ENTRENCHED AT 1500 YARDS (.85 MILES)
__, a. —

FROM GROUND ZERO IN A DITCH , FEET WIDE AND 5 FEET DEEP. MILITARY VEHICLES -- TANKS,

JEEPS, TRUCKS -- HAD BEEN PLACED AT STRATEGIC POSITIONS TO TEST EFFECTS. MILITARY

UNIFORM MATERIAL WAS ALSO IN POSITION FOR TESTING. A DRONE PLANE WAS READY TO FLY

THROUGH THE GROUND ZERO AREA AT THE TIME OF DETONATION.



AND NOW FOR MI PERSONAL E:PEPIE!ICE:

I WAS IN THE BOTTON OF THE TRENCH ON NY HANDS AND KNEES WITH MY RIFLE IN MY RIGHT

HAND (PEi’iENBER ORDERS CLASS B W/APMS AND GARRISON CAP. THIS WAS THE V ARMS PAP

T, NINE. EIGHT. SEVEN. SIX, EVE. FOUR. THREE, TWO. ONE.. DETONATION!

LIGET CONES FIRST. NT EYES :PE AS TIGHTLY CLOSED AS I HAVE EVER. HAD THEN WITH ML’
L —

.1

HEAD AS CLOSE TO THE EOTTOM OF THE TRENCH AS I COULD GET IT. ANt! THROUGH IT ALL IASAV

? CH PET Sr

/

/I_- /‘ .-‘‘-— .‘ . 2’-
/

I DID NOT FEEL ANY HEAT BECAUSE I WAS PROTECTE ST THE WALLS OF THE TPENCH BUT. AS

AN EXAMPLE. THE HEAT FROM THE BLAST SET CACTUS PLANTS ON FIP.E AT A DISTANCE OF TWELVE

w ONE BU H MG ‘ /
/

,

SOUND IS THIRD. I DON’T KNOW WHERE THE.? GET ALL THAT CRACKLING AND CRUMPLING ON TV

EXPLOSIONS. FIRE AHD SHOE DON T MAKE ANY NOISE. AND AFTER AN ATOMIC EXPLOSION.
T

THERE ISN’T ANY RESIDUE TO HAKE ANY NOISE. CA-WHOOMP! THAT’S THE NOISE.

NEXT CONES THE SHOCK WAVE AND EARTH OUAKE. I HESITATE TO SAT WHAT THIS SHOCK WAVE

COULD KOOK DOWN. THE SHOCK WAVE PICKED UP PUCKS AND DUST FROM THE DESERT FLOOR El:

DUMPED THEN RIGHT IN ON TOP OF NE. HAVE YOU EVER BEEN ON YOUR HANDS AND KNEES AND HAD

DIRT PILED AROUND YOU UP TO YOUR ELBOWS? AND AT THE SANE TINE, HATE YOU FELT:

SET THE EARTH HOVE EU OP THREE FEET FROM SIDE TO SIDE WHILE ON IOU? HANDS AND KNEES

IN A TRENCH FIVE FEET DEE?? IT’S QUITE A FEELING.

AS SOON AS THE SHOCK WAVE PASSED (ALL OF THIS TOOK A SECOND OP. TWO, WE STOOD UP IN

THE DRENCH AND LOOKED. THERE WAS STILL A LITTLE FIRE IN THE CLOUD. AND,THE EDGE

OVERHEAD. WHICH MEANT THE D’IANETEP OF THE CLOUD WAS ABOUT TWO NILES.’.

WE THEN 1NHNED1ATELY WERE ORDERED OUT OF THE TRENCH TO PROCEED TO GPOUND ZERO.

RIFLES IN HAND AS IF THERE WERE. SOMETHING THERE TO CONQUER _: I COULDN’T GET THE

3OLT OPEN ON i’ll RIFLE BECAUSE IT HAD BEEN UNDER A FOOT OF DIRT. —-)

WE PROCEEDED TOWARD GROUND ZERO RAISE NOW I SHOULD EXPLAIN THAT GROUND LEPO MEES

THE. POINT OF DETONATiON) WITH GEIGER COUNTER AT THE HEAD OF THE TROOP.

- -



YOU ARE AWARE, OF COURSE, THAT A GEIGER COUNTER MEASURES RADIATION. WE MOVED TO

WITHIN ABOUT A HALF NILE OF GROUND ZERO BEFORE STOPPING. WHIJ ABOUT RADIATION? IF A

PERSON IS SUFFICIENTLY PROTECTED, THE DAHAGING EFFECTS OF RADIATION ARE REDUCED. WE

WERE PROTECTED IN THE TRENCH FROM INITIAL RADIATION (TO A CERTAIN DEGREE) AS WE WERE
ow rg’.s ocCtgo’1

PROTECTED FROM LIGHT, HEAT, AND SHOCK WAVE. I WAS IN THE RADIATION ZONE OF AN ATOMIC

EXPLOSION WITHIN A HALF MILE OF GROUND ZEROAFIVE MINUTES AFTER DETONATIONFORTY YEARS
XrM$f £‘oo’sP t”’ 5’Y? WD’êr’bt; SnoT pfln4E4Coi5a

AGO, AND I’M STILL HERE. zp ‘s rn c/cr efotPt.oLJ CA(tl 5ç,.
C4i,.iG A.’’( crcrs yet’cs APrEP 4: W’t’°pd. !ftP /oo ftr’K nor ftfncfsD

YOU MIGHT BE WONDERING NOW ABOUT THE DRONE PLANE AND ARMY VEHICLES. NO TRACE WAS F”r”
—. r

FOUND OF THE DRONE, AND NEEDLESS TO SAY, VEHICLES WERE SEVERELY DAMAGED AND MILITARY

UNIFORM MATERIAL BURNED. THE STEEL TOWER WAS COMPLETELY MELTED AND NOTHING BUT A S#,c”t
4’ n 4.t.Ste’

BLACK spcrç1 REMAINED ON THE DESERT FLOOR. .“j”

roth .%4*’

THE BOMBS AT HIROSHIMA AND NAGASAKI WERE EXPLODED AT AN ALTITUDE OF 2,000 FEET -— THE

ONE I EXPERIENCED AT 200 FEET. KNOWLEDGE OF GEOMETRY WILL TELL YOU THAT THE TRENCH I
14P ‘f1

ThS IN WOULD NOT HAVE PROTECTED ME IF THE EXPLOSION HAD TAKEN PLACE AT 2,000 FEET.

THE HEAT, SHOCK, AND INITIAL RADIATION, ALONG WITH MORE BLINDING LIGHT, WOULD HAVE

ENTERED THE TRENCH FROM ABOVE.

DESTRUCTIVE FORCES -- LIGHT -- HEAT -- SHOCK -- RADIATION

THESE THINGS COMBINED CAUSE MASSIVE DESTRUCTION. I THINK WORLD LEADERS TODAY

REMEMBER THE EFFECTS OF THE FIRST USE OF ATOMIC ENERGY IN WARFARE IN 1945. THIS

BROUGHT AN ABRUPT END TO WORLD WAR II, ONLY BECAUSE THERE WAS NO MEANS OF

RETALIATION. TODAY THERE CAN BE RETALIATION. AND THERE CAN BE NO WINNER. WORLD

LEADERS NEED TO REALIZE THIS.

BY TODAY’S STANDARDS IN THE FIELD OF NUCLEAR ENERGY, THE EXPLOSION I WITNESSED IN

1953 WAS NOT PARTICULARLY POWERFUL. DOUBLE, TRIPLE, OR QUADRUPLE THAT POWER. AND I

CAN’T IMAGINE THE DESTRUCTION -- OR MAYBE I CAN.

•fljj KNOW, IF THE ENERGY EXPENDED IN THAT 1953 EXPLOSION WERE TO BE USED TO PRODUCE

ELECTRICAL ENERGY. POWER COULD BE FURNISHED TO A CITY SUCH AS HOLDREGE FOR A LONG.

LONG. TIME.



IF iUCLEP. ENERGY IS USED FOP ?ECEFUL PURPOSES, WE WILL PROSPER. IF NUCLEAR ENERGY

IS EVER G7IN USED IN WR;-DPAW YOUR OWN CONCLUSION. 4 /2

‘C),
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Discuss your Incentive, purpose, memory, meaning, impact:

My dad, George Roder, served in the U. S. Army from May, 1942 through November, 1945.

He was assigned to an Ordnance Unit and achieved the rank of Sergeant. He entered onto

the beaches of Normandy in August, 1944 and over the next 15 months traveLed a path

across Europe, ending up near Hanover, Germany. Like many from “The Greatest

Generation” he did what was required of him and helped to get the job done. I never heard

him complain or beat his chest about his service, although he would talk about it when

someone wanted to listen.

As I Look at the pictures he sent back to my mother during the war, it causes me to reflect

on some of the horrible things he must have experienced in WW II, and to appreciate the

freedom and Life we are able to Live because of the efforts of the men and women who

struggLed through that timetra me.
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